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Contact Information

Mailing Address: P O Box 12672, Florence, SC 29504
Physical Address: 137B South McQueen Street, Florence, SC 29501

Phone: 843-667-9777
Toll free: 888-690-4229
Fax: 843-667-8833
Website: www.graceschoolassociations.org

Email: contactus@graceemail.org

HSLDA Member Number—299324
School Code—411361

Newsletter— Join at the website to receive all the news we pass on to our members via email

SC Code of Laws 59-65-47

In lieu of the requirements of Section 59-65-40 or Section 59-65-45, parents or guardians may teach
their children at home if the instruction is conducted under the auspices of an association for
homeschools which has no fewer than fifty members and meets the requirements of this section.

Bona fide membership and continuing compliance with the academic standards of the associations
exempts the home school from the further requirements of Section 59-65-40 or Section 59-65-45.

The State Department of Education shall conduct annually a review of the association standards to
insure that requirements of the association, at a minimum, include:

(a) a parent must hold at least a high school diploma or the equivalent general educational
development (GED) certificate;

(b) the instructional year is at least one hundred eighty days;

(c) the curriculum includes, but is not limited to, the basic instructional areas of reading, writing,
mathematics, science, and social studies, and in grades seven through twelve, composition and
literature; and

(d) educational records shall be maintained by the parent-teacher and include:

(1) a plan book, diary, or other record indicating subjects taught and activities in which the student and
parent-teacher engage;

(2) a portfolio of samples of the student’s academic work; and

(3) a semiannual progress report including attendance records and individualized documentation of the
student's academic progress in each of the basic instructional areas specified in item (c) above.

By January thirtieth of each year, all associations shall report the number and grade level of children
home schooled through the association to the children's respective school districts.



How to Get Started

After joining GRACE, you will need to plan a course of study for each student and purchase the
material (books) necessary to implement your plan.

You will need to keep a written record indicating subjects taught and activities in which the students
engage.

Individualized documentation of the student’'s academic progress in these subject area—math, science,
social studies, reading or literature, writing or composition is necessary and required.

Keep up an attendance record daily and submit with high school record form, if applicable, by August

1.Send us your high school record form at the end of the ninth, tenth, eleventh grades and twelfth
grade. Failure to submit these forms will result in your home school not reaping full membership
benefits such as certificates, membership cards, verification letters for DMV, schools, GED, student not
being nominated for scholarships, valedictorian, salutatorian, etc.

We supply these, in this package and online.
Create a semi-annual progress report for each student. Do not send this form to GRACE. It is for
YOUR records.

GRACE PLUS!

GRACE PLUS! is an optional service where you send us quarterly reports and we send your child a report card.
You can also keep papers and records in a file here at the GRACE office. High school students subscribing to
this service will be issued a transcript at the end of the year. Dues are annual and as follows:

K-8—$40 9-12—-$60
Grace Plus! Can be started at any time during the school year.

Who Needs Grace Plus!?
Those wanting more accountability
Those who have trouble keeping up with important papers
Anyone wanting quarterly report cards for their children
Those planning to return to conventional school

Testing

Grace does not require testing of any kind. We do recommend
testing every two or three years. Testing gives the teacher
confidence that what they are doing is right. Please keep in

mind some children do not test well.

If you are interested in testing, you can call the following resources:

BJUP offers Stanford and lowa Basic Skills. You must use a BJU certified
tester. For a tester in your area, call BJUP or test with us. Cost of average
test is $50-60.

You can order California Achievement Test (CAT/5) and give it yourself. Return test for scoring. Cost is
approximately $45.00. 540-636-9990 Seton Home Study.

The Wide Range Achievement Test has been around for over 60 years and is still used in public schools. | like it
because you can do spelling, math, and reading in 45 minutes to an hour.

All ages. 1-800-700-LFBC or we will test your child. $25.00

The PASS is available from Hewitt Educational Resources 360-835-8708.

GRACE Resource Center offers the WRAT and IOWA testing.

Our school code for SAT, ACT, and PSAT is 411361.



Resources

Abeka Book www.abeka.com

Bob Jones University Press bjup.com
Christian Liberty Press

God'’'s World Publications

Grace Educational Resource Center
Greenleaf Press greenleafpress.com
Home School Legal Defense

(our membership number is 299324)
ACE School of Tomorrow

Konos (Unit Studies) www.konos.com
CcDB

Lifetime Books and Gifts

Landmark Freedom Baptist Curriculum

Math-U-See mathusee.com
YWAM (Historical Novels)
Timberdoodle

Home Training Tools

NASCO (Science and Art) nasco.com
The Back Pack the backpack.com

GSA Policy

800-874-2352
800-845-5731
708-259-8736
800-951-5437
888-690-4229
615-449-1617
www.hslda.org
540-338-5600
800-925-7777
804-741-5650
978-977-5050
813-676-6311
800-700-5322
800-475-8585
800-922-2143
360-426-0672
800-860-6272
800-558-9595
252-244-0728

—

We have a no refund policy. Memberships and transcripts included.
Returned Checks —Return check fee is $35.00.

Grace members receive 15% off all used books. New books and special orders not included.
Layaways — 20% down or $5.00 on orders less than $25. A payment must be made at least once

a month. Handling fee of $5.00 will be charged for canceled layaways.

Hold — We will hold books for 10 days

Special Orders — must be prepaid. Shipping charges apply.

All sales final.

Book Buying Policy — How to Sell Your Used Textbook s
Make a list of the books you plan to sell and include the retail price.

Workbooks or tests booklets that have been written in (more than 25%) will not be bought.

Books must be in overall good condition.
Offers are made based on the condition, the edition, and 25% of the retalil

price of the book.

Bring in or send your books to the Grace office.

Payment to the seller will be made in the form of a check from Grace Educational
Resource Center or store credit within approximately 14 days.
Grace will contact you within 2 to 3 days to make an offer.
Grace reserves the right to refuse to purchase any textbooks.
We are unable to purchase BJUP textbooks or public school textbooks that are

not a set of at least teacher and student books textbooks.



Membership and Reviews

Membership in Grace Home School Association is contingent upon documentation of previous school
attendance and transcripts (for high school students). Seniors registration deadline is September 30.
After September 30 a late fee of $25 applies. No seniors accepted after January 31.

All members are accepted with the belief that the requirements are / will be met in accordance to stated
deadlines. Less than 1/400% of our membership will be required to review.

A homeschool may be challenged for various reasons. The Grace policy states:

If for any reason the Board of Directors of Grace School Association has reason to believe that the
student(s) quality or level of education is not concurrent with our mission, vision, and values as a home
school association, we may request, at the cost of the member, a review of all requirements to properly
validate said home school to anyone challenging the validity and compliance of said home school. If
the board has any reason to believe the homeschool is not keeping records, does not have books, and
a proper education is not being administered, your membership may be suspended or revoked and, if
deemed necessary, the proper governing authorities will be notified.

If it is determined a review is needed, a letter from the Board of Directors will be sent.
Each review fee is $100.00.
Upon notification of a review, please call us to set a time. You will need to bring in to our office the
following:
" Your plan for an appropriate course of study for each student and the materials
necessary to implement such plan.
A written record indicating subjects taught and activities in which the students engage.
Individualized documentation of the student’s academic progress in these subject area—math,
science, social studies, reading or literature, writing or composition.
Attendance record
Semi-annual progress reports
The student will be required to take a 30 minute test to determine academic level.

If no response is heard within 30 days, membership will be terminated.

If all these requirements are met, no further reviews will be required, unless further complaints are
lodged.

If any of these requirements are not met, the family may be placed on probation until the end of the
school year and another review will be held to determine if sufficient progress has been accomplished.
Grace Plus+ will be required for each student registered with the association.

If probation is not granted, membership will be henceforth terminated.



High School Requirements
What do we need from you?

When you join GRACE, each home school is sent a record card for each student enrolled. For high
school, it is called Grace Home School High School Record. A copy of this record and the attendance
record and compliance form is all we require annually (Deadline for records is August 1).

We are often asked what is required of high school. We ask for 24 units.
While it is fine to meet these, our advice is to look at several schools and colleg e pre-requisites
your child may attend and meet their requirements.

4 English 4 Math 3 Sciences 1 Social Studies
1 US History % Government % Economics Class of 2011 and
1 Computer Science 1 PE or ROTC 8 Electives beyond 5 less electives

Homeschoolers are not bound by these. USC no longer accepts Physical Science or Earth Science for
HS credit. Most public schools no longer accept General Math and Pre-algebra for high school credit.
See http://www.che.sc.gov/New_Web/GoingToCollege/CollPrepPrereq.htm) for more information.

Carnegie units One carnegie unit equals 120 hours 0 f study not including reading and research.

Documenting Physical Education, Art, Music and Home Economics

It is possible to get books for these subjects, however, most homeschooling families prefer to take the cheaper
way and make-up their own curriculum. For each of these subjects, the student needs to complete 120 hours of
work/study time.

P.E. — basically consists of physical activity, and being health conscious. “Health” curricula can take the place of
60 of the work/study hours (also ¥z credit). Then the other 60 hours could be; walking, swimming, tennis,
basketball, working-out, baseball, and other sports activities.

Home Ec. — usually consists of duties of a homemaker. Cleaning, cooking, budgeting, balancing checkbooks,
planning meals, shopping and preparing those meals while staying within a budget, sewing, childcare, etc.

Music / Art / Drama — Most families would combine these together for 1 Fine Arts unit. Playing an instrument,
drama (at a local theater), and studying different forms of art can all be included.

Work Credits can be earned when working on a job. Documentation is also necessary and a letter from a job
supervisor is usually helpful when it tells how well a worker they are.

Documenting these courses
Use our table or make your own in Microsoft Excel. Excel will total the hours and average the grade for you so
you know when you have all the time necessary for the unit to be completed.

Grading for these subjects is generally done on attitude and effort. Teaching the student cooperation, time-
management, etc. will better prepare them for the work place. We tell our students, they are our employees. It is
their job to go to school. If they do a good job, they get pay raises, promotions, etc. Dong jobs poorly leads to...
nothing. It is their choice.



When and Why do | need Transcripts?
If you are planning on re-enrolling your child into public or private school.

If your child is of driving age, and you would like a good student discount on your insurance.

If your child is interested in applying for scholarships.

Students applying for National Homeschool Honor Society and similar organizations.

If your child plans to enroll to college, a tech school or any sort of military academy or military

branch.

All high school students eventually need a transcript. It is wise to order yours early, usually after

ninth grade.
We are required to give each high school student a class ranking. Therefore we must have all grades,
from grade nine through twelve. We do not give a GPA or rank students without our forms properly
filled out. Grades from correspondence schools usually do not have the final grade that we need.
Send us your high school record form at the end of the ninth, tenth, eleventh grades and twelfth grade.
Failure to submit these forms by August 1 will result in your home school not reaping full membership
benefits such as student not being nominated for scholarships, valedictorian, salutatorian, etc.

You can use our established transcript service for each year. Fee for this service is:

Grades 7—8 $60.00 and Grades 9 - 12 $50.00. Transcript service is good as long as the family is a
Grace member in good standing. We update annually as you send us the information and are a Grace
member. No other transcript fees will be necessary. Transcripts are available for six months after
graduation. $10.00 reprinting fee per transcript after the six month period. We cannot issue transcripts
until a student has been enrolled for at least 1 semester with GRACE.

High School Credit for Middle School Students

Middle school students can earn high school credit for subjects that are on a high school level. These
are core subjects or foreign language. Exceptions for electives are allowed on a case by case as long
as core subjects are taken. There is a place on the high school record form to record these credits.
Please limit to four credits per year.

HONORS, AP, Dual Credit Courses

An honors course must have a published syllabus that verifies rigor that is sufficiently beyond the college prep or tech
prep requirements. Textbooks and/or other course materials must be differentiated and more rigorous than those
used in college prep or tech prep courses. Honors courses may be offered in English, Math, Science and Social
Studies . Additionally honors courses may be designate in other content areas for courses where students are earning
their 3 or 4th Carnegie unit in the content area, provided the standards listed above are met.

Some Honors Courses  are — Apologia Sciences, A Beka Literature (only for 11™ and 12" grade), Algebra 2, Plane Geometry,
Advanced Math, Physics, and Spanish 2. (Ask your publisher if theirs is CP or Honors). Parents can also determine criteria if it
meets UGS requirements for honors courses. Transcripts will reflect honors designation for any honors course taken.

AP classes must include AP test scores for AP credit.

Dual Credit courses count 1.0 high school credit. School attending transcripts are required

English Credit
Grammar, Compositions, Literature, Vocabulary and Spelling are all inclusive in high school English .

If your student does not intend to go to college
We will still have to have the grades as outlined above in order to effectively rank all students in that grade. It has been our
experience that students change their minds after a year or two of “real world” experience.



Getting a GED
After you have withdrawn from Grace, submit the GED Verification of Withdrawal form, filled
out, and we will fax or mail it back to you.

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

Early applications for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship  will be accepted no later than August 1!!
This means you have to have all grades, ninth through eleventh, in to us no later than August 1 for
class ranking. The top 6% must also turn in SAT or ACT scores no later than August 1. There is also a
later entry deadline, June 1.

Seniors must meet the following three academic criteria in order to be eligible to apply for the final
awards: 1) Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT, (test scores must be available and
submitted to us by August 1,

2) Earn a cumulative 3.5 GPR on the UGS scale at the end of the junior year for early entry or senior
year for late entry, and

3) Rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of the senior year based on the UGS.

4) You can also qualify for the Palmetto with a SAT score of 1400 and have a GPA of at least 4.0
without being in the top 6% of your class.

Senior Policy
Grace does not accept seniors after January 31 of the year of graduation. After September 30, a late
fee of $25 is required of incoming seniors.

Transcripts for all high school students must be submitted with application.

South Carolina Requirements for State Scholarship E  ligibility
According to the SC Commission on Higher Education, all home schools are required to submit

transcripts with grades converted to the SC Uniform Grading Scale (UGS) for the purpose of
determining state scholarship eligibility. This official transcript must indicate the cumulative GPA and
student’s class rank. Class rank and transcripts can come only from the student’s accountability
association.

Call before you go to the DMV  for permits and licenses!!! We usually need to fax them a letter of
school attendance and verify residency. You will need to give us their fax number.

If you are putting a child back in public school

The school will need a certified transcript from the association. To order an elementary or middle
school transcript with no high school credits goto www.gracehomeschools.org. Look under “Forms”
and get the One-Time Transcript Request form or you can call and request one from the office. For high
school credit must use the high school record form to order transcripts. Please allow 10-14 days for
processing. Order as early as possible. We get very busy with transcripts during summer months.
Once you have the transcript, go to the school and enroll your child.

Fees:
Grades K-8 - $25.00 (with no high school subjects) Grades 9—12 $50.00
Grades 7-8 with high school credit $60

Support group information
Go online to www.schomeeducatorsassociation.org to view support group information in your area.
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Scholarship Information

LIFE Scholarship Program

The Legislative for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarship Program is a merit-based scholarship
program approved by the General Assembly in 1998. The purpose of the LIFE Scholarship program is
to increase access to higher education; improve employability of South Carolina students; provide
incentives for students to be better prepared for college; and to encourage students to graduate from
college on time.

HOPE Scholarship Program

The SC HOPE Scholarship Program was established under the SC Education Lottery Act approved by
the General Assembly during the 2001 legislative session. The program is a merit-based scholarship
created for students attending a four-year institution who do not qualify for the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows
Scholarships. The scholarship is awarded during the freshman-year of attendance only. Funding for the
program is included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher Education and will be
dependent upon the annual proceeds generated by the SC Education Lottery.

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program is a merit-based scholarship program administered by the
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education. Each Palmetto Fellow may receive a scholarship of
up to $6,700 annually. Half of the scholarship is disbursed in the fall term and half is disbursed in the
spring term. The scholarship must be applied directly toward the cost of attendance, less any other gift
aid received. Palmetto Fellows may be supported for a maximum of eight full-time semesters of study
toward the first baccalaureate degree at a participating college or university.

Lottery Tuition Assistance Program

The financial aid office on each two-year college campus administers the Lottery Tuition Assistance
Program. C. Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education administers the Lottery Tuition
Assistance Program for technical colleges, http://www.sctechsystem.com/lottery/lotteryinfo.htm.

A student may receive up to the cost-of-tuition. In calculating the amount awarded in Lottery Tuition
Assistance, any all federal grants and Need-based Grants must be awarded first before determining the
amount eligible in Lottery Tuition Assistance to be used for payment towards cost-of-tuition. The college
at which the student is enrolled will notify each student of the exact award amount based upon the
number of eligible recipients and available funding each academic year.

Links for More Information

Lottery Information Provided by Trident Technical College
http://www.tridenttech.edu/lottery funding.htm

Questions About the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program, Need-based Grants, LIFE Scholarship Program,
South Carolina HOPE Scholarship Program, and Lottery Tuition Assistance Program

are covered in detail including the requirements and apply for each at:
http://www.che400.state.sc.us/Finance/Chemis/ACIR/Scholarship Programs Fall 2002.pdf

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, SC Need-based Grant & SC National Guard Student Loan Repayment Program
SC Commission on Higher Education

1333 Main Street, Suite 200

Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 737-2262

FAX: 737-2297

www.che.sc.gov

LIFE and SC HOPE Scholarship Programs
(803) 737-2280 Direct

(877) 349-7183 Toll Free (Select Option #1)
(803) 737-2297 Fax
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Graduation
The Grace Graduation is always a day to remember.
Here are some quotes from parents and students:

“Thank you so much for doing all of this for us. | never expected
so much.” B. P. Class of 2006

“l would like to thank you all for the lovely graduation ceremony on
Saturday .You should all receive a standing ovation! My son is
generally shy around people he doesn't know. But you took him
under your wings and he was relaxed and happy to be apart of the
whole celebration. It was a really special event, in every sense

of the word .The decorations, the music, the class, the whole
atmosphere was just beautiful. Thank you all so much from my
family as well as myself. It was truly a graduation | will never
forget. “ Mrs. L. (parent)

“Everything looks great. You did a great job. Tha  nks for doing
this for the seniors. You guys are great!” P. S. Class of 2006

This is just a small way of saying "thank you" for a job well

done at the graduation! Indeed it was a pleasure to meet you in person. | wanted to say to you

that we thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony. That was the best graduation that | have ever attended. It was very beautiful,
elegant, and so well organized. I've been to private and public school graduations and neither touches what Grace HSA had
done on Saturday. Words cannot express the blessing that you have been to our family. | was so proud to see my son walk
across that stage! Thanks so much for your patience, caring, and understanding. | greatly appreciated your

promptness in responding to my e-mails. That meant so much to me. The biggest word that | can say is "elephant” thanks to
Grace. Keep up the good work! May God pour out a special blessing upon you and yours! Mrs. C (parent)

“Awesome! Way more than | expected.”

“We were thrilled with everything. Everyone was friendly and helpful and we had a blast! It has been wonderful using Grace
these past few years.” W. P. (2008 Parent)

“The ceremony was absolutely beautiful!” M.F. (Grac e member)

“Thank you so much for all that you guys have done for us seniors! We appreciate you so much, and the ceremony was
amazing! Thanks so much!” K. B. (2008 graduate)

“My son wasn'’t excited about the ceremony going int o it, but by the end of the day he was bragging to all his friends
‘My graduation was better than yours.” Thank you gu ys so much for all that you did, it was the most be autiful
graduation I've ever been to and we are very excite  d to ‘graduate’ our daughter in 2010” A.T. (2008 pa  rent)

C.C. - Class of 09 - | thought the graduation was very pretty. | had fun and was very glad | did it.

E.L.—Class of 2009— It was great!! | enjoyed myself and I'm glad | had the chance to meet new, exciting people!

W.F.—Grace member—Just wanted to drop you a note to say the graduation yesterday was beautiful. It was the first
Grace graduation | have attended and | had areally  good cry!

If you have a senior, we really want them to joini  n with their class for this great day of
celebrating their accomplishments. We send out the graduation form in October and it will also
be available online then too!

If your student is registered with us as a junior and will be graduating early , please notify us as
soon as possible so we can include them in the ranking. Otherwise, they will be ranked as a junior and
cannot be ranked after the deadline.

Valedictorian is determined by the GRACE Board of D irectors in April based on timeliness of
forms returned, membership status, overall GPA and class rankings for each high school year,
as well as other documentation.



